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Help Homeowners Breathe a Little Easier…And Save A Little Money
· There’s no such thing as too conscientious when it comes to your customers’ health.
Dozens of everyday items – including fragrances, cosmetics, carpeting, furniture, paint, cooking smoke, cleaning agents, pesticides, new flooring, or tobacco smoke – emit gases known as volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Bottom Line: VOCs are bad news – for your customers and their wallets.

The potential health concerns can be anything from eye, nose and throat irritation to headaches, loss of coordination and nausea. In some cases, there can be damage to the liver, kidney and central nervous system. Because homeowners may not realize that the source of their problems is their home, these symptoms can lead to costly recurring doctors’ visits and expensive medications.
“Scientific research is showing that air within homes and other buildings can be more seriously polluted than outdoor air in even the largest and most industrialized cities,” explains Rich Scott, president of Quality Filters and Certified Air Filter Specialist (CAFS). “The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that indoor air is between 2-5 times – and in some cases 100 times – more polluted than outdoor air.”

The concern is further compounded by the fact that people spend approximately 90 percent of their time indoors. In addition, people who may be indoors for the longest periods of time – the young, the elderly and the chronically ill – are often those most susceptible to the effects of indoor air pollution.

But as a contractor, what can you do?
The first step toward improving indoor air quality is an easy one – offering high-quality air filters for your customers’ homes.  
“Carbon filtration is used in highly efficient air filters to trap VOCs and other pollutants before they are circulated to other rooms in the home,” says Scott. “Plus, when you combine high filter efficiency with low-pressure drop, homeowners get the added benefit of lowering the energy costs associated with filters.”
Finding that combination can be difficult to find, or even confusing to contractors who assume that all filters are created equal.

“That’s just not the case,” Scott points out. “If contractors aren’t checking the filters they install for efficiency and pressure drop, over the life of the filter they could be costing the homeowner 4 to 5 times the cost of the filter in energy.”

Readers who want to find filters that meet efficiency standards and low pressure drop goals, can simply email Rich at rich@qualityfilters.com and request the free report “5 Ways to Go Green Without Spending All Your Green.” It’s also available at www.qualityfilters.com. 

 “When you’re talking about the health and safety of someone’s family, there’s no such thing as being too careful,” says Scott. “And there’s no such thing as being too careful with their budget either, especially in the current economic climate. If you can help them save money over the total lifetime of the filter, they’ll appreciate that – and you for offering it.”
Rich Scott is spokesperson for Quality Filters (www.qualityfilters.com) who manufactures a large array of HVAC, Gas Phase and Paint Filtration products, available nationwide, and is a winner of the “Industry Innovator Award” from the Alabama Technology Network (ATN). Association memberships include the National Air Filtration Association (NAFA) and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc (ASHRAE).
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