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The Hidden Energy Thief In HVAC Systems
· Air filters can save big bucks – or cost them if you’re not careful.
As the country has learned over the last few months, there’s no such thing as a “contained” financial crisis. Eventually the trickledown effect takes its toll on everyone: stockholders, homeowners, and businesses – including yours. One way to limit damage as a building manager, architect, or contractor is to cut costs in an area many overlook: air filters. 
“Filter cost isn’t as cut and dried as it may seem, and that makes choosing the right filter a tough job,” says Scott. “Just because you get the least expensive filter initially doesn’t mean it’s the best filter in the long run. It could actually end up costing far more in wasted energy – and that doesn’t benefit anyone’s bottom line except the utility company.” 

See, the cost of the energy the filter uses can far outweigh the cost of the actual filter. For a standard pleated filter, the cost can be ten times the initial cost of the filter. And even for a higher efficiency filter, energy can still be four to five times greater than the initial filter cost.*

Explains Scott, “Typically 26% of the lifetime cost comes from the actual cost of the filter, and another 3% for installation. The big spender is energy.  It accounts for a whopping 71% of the filter’s lifetime cost.”
This can be confusing, so readers who want to find filters that meet energy saving low pressure drop goals, can simply email Rich at rich@qualityfilters.com and request the free report “5 Ways to Go Green Without Spending All Your Green.” It’s also available at www.qualityfilters.com. 

Rich Scott is spokesperson for Quality Filters (www.qualityfilters.com) who manufactures a large array of HVAC, Gas Phase and Paint Filtration products, available nationwide, and is a winner of the “Industry Innovator Award” from the Alabama Technology Network (ATN). Association memberships include the National Air Filtration Association (NAFA) and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc (ASHRAE).

* Source: www.kcfiltration.com 
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